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According to Chinese tradition all families en-
joy reunion, eat Jiaozi and view beautiful lanterns
during the Lantern Festival. At the lantern displays,
slips of paper with a riddle on them are attached
to colorful lanterns. The riddles are usually witty or
humorous. We have chosen some lantern riddles
to entertain you.
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INTERESTING IDIOMS
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The 12 zodiac animals are a set
of symbols used to number the years
and serve as part of the ancient as-
tronomical calendar. There were later
used to symbolize the years in which
people were born. There are 11 ani-
mals (rat, ox, tiger, rabbit, snake, horse,
sheep, monkey, rooster, dog and pig)
and the legendary dragon. According
to China’s lunar calendar, the year 2011
is the Year of the Rabbit. The animal
is widely loved for its cute look and
docile nature. There are many idioms
about rabbits in China, which vividly
describe the animal’s character.
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS'
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According to Chinese tradition, one (
of the important Spring Festival custom §jend|ng ép”}
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holiday greetings to relatives and friends, or* paylng the
New Year call. “With the popularity of cell phones in the é
information age, sending SMS greetings has become

the most popular way of “paying the New Year call”. p‘,\
mere sentence is enough to deliver heartfelt greetings ’{‘
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